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Considerable number of offi  cial engagements
Q  Five state visits, two of which were outgoing. The King opened the Parliamentary Session, and 

held meetings of the Advisory Council on Foreign Affairs and cabinet meetings. Thirty four 
ambassadors were received during formal audiences

Q Offi cial dinners, ministerial lunches and the traditional dinner for the Nobel Laureates
Q Crown Princess Victoria led a meeting of the Advisory Council on Foreign Affairs for the fi rst time

Commitment to important social issues
Q  Crown of Knowledge – the royal academies gathered under the theme “Our countryside in a 

state of fl ux”
Q Integration issues and young leadership in focus 
Q  The Queen was involved in several conferences relating to children and young people, dementia 

and care of the elderly 
Q The Crown Princess took part in a manifestation against street violence

Record number of visitors to the royal palaces
Q Bernadotte music – welcome extension of concert activities 
Q  786,650 visitors to the royal palaces, of which around half a million visited the Royal Palace of 

Stockholm
Q Well-attended exhibition, “Two centuries of Bernadotte portraits”, in the Hall of State
Q  Work to prepare Rosersberg Palace as a destination for visitors

Preserving our cultural heritage
Q Planned investments in security continue at the Royal Palace of Stockholm
Q Crumbling façades require extensive work over several years at the Royal Palace of Stockholm
Q  Major restoration work on fl oors, walls and ceiling in the Bernadotte Gallery, the Audience 

Chamber, and Princess Sibylla’s offi cial guest apartments 

Energy-saving campaign and continued 

environmental work
Q Installation of geothermal pumps on Royal Djurgården 
Q Less mileage using petrol-driven cars, and the Royal Mews tries out electric cars
Q Major environmental clean-up operation at the dry dock at Beckholmen

THE YEAR IN BRIEF
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SWEDEN’S HEAD OF STATE. The Constitution Act rules that the “holder of Sweden’s throne is the nation’s 

Head of State”. Sweden is thus a constitutional monarchy. Sweden’s King, Carl XVI Gustaf, came to the throne 

in 1973, and is the 74th monarch. The organisation that surrounds the Head of State is called the Royal Court. 

King Carl XVI Gustaf – Sweden’s Head of State

Sweden is one of the oldest monarchies in the world. A castle has 

stood on the site of the Royal Palace for over a thousand years. 

There has been a reigning monarch at the castle for several 

centuries, right up to the present day.

The Swedish monarchy has performed its duties in vari-

ous diff erent forms throughout history. As with our Nordic 

neighbours, Denmark and Norway, Sweden is now a consti-

tutional monarchy, which means that the monarchy’s author-

ity is regulated by the constitution.

The offi  cial duties of the Swedish monarchy are chiefl y 

symbolic, as a “collective representative and symbol of the 

country”. 

The Constitution Act also states that The King shall chair 

information and change of government cabinet meetings, and 

meetings of the Advisory Council on Foreign Aff airs.

The King shall also open the Parliamentary Session. In all 

other respects, it is the monarch’s duty to represent Sweden 

at incoming and outgoing state visits, and to receive foreign 

ambassadors for accreditation.

If The King is prevented from carrying out his duties as 

Head of State, for example due to foreign visits to distant or 

inaccessible regions, Crown Princess Victoria, Prince Carl 

Philip or Princess Madeleine (in order of succession) step in 

as temporary representatives.
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Report from the Marshal of the Realm

In the constitution, the Riksdag (the Swedish Parliament) has laid 

down that “The King or Queen, who holds Sweden’s throne in 

accordance with the order of succession, is the nation’s Head of 

State” (RF 1:5). When the current Constitution Act was adopted, 

it was stated that the Head of State “carries out an important 

function in his or her capacity as collective representative and 

symbol for the country”.

The entire Royal Family contributes to this function. There is 

considerable demand for their involvement in events in Sweden 

and abroad. During the year, 1,488 invitations were received. 

The King and Queen participated in 282 diff erent events, both 

separately and together. The Crown Princess received 226 in-

quiries regarding her participation in various events. Prince Carl 

Philip and Princess Madeleine are also increasingly taking part 

in the task of representing Sweden in various settings.

In order to fulfi l his duties, the Head of State must be well-

informed about events around the world. This is the purpose 

of the cabinet briefi ngs. Their majesties The King and Queen 

have also been inviting individual ministers to working lunches 

for many years now, and attended presentations on current is-

sues by government representatives. A considerable number of 

visiting Heads of State and government have been granted audi-

ences, as have representatives from international organisations.

Decisions about which visits and events to take part in are also 

made based on the need for a broad knowledge of social condi-

tions. The Royal Court aims for breadth and depth in the planning 

and carrying through of events. This has led to the organisation of 

several theme days during the year at various locations around the 

country, on issues such as integration, elderly care and bioenergy. 

It is The King’s wish that the Royal Palace of Stockholm 

should function as a meeting place for various activities. Their 

Majesties The King and Queen have opened up the palace 

for seminars and talks on a variety of subjects. The Palace has 

also served as a venue for a considerable number of public 

concerts and exhibitions. A series of seminars entitled Crown 

of Knowledge was arranged during the autumn with the help 

of the royal academies, based on the theme, “Our environ-

ment in a state of fl ux”. The seminars were all televised and 

shown on Swedish Television.

The Royal Court is also responsible for preserving and 

displaying the cultural heritage that is associated with the 

history of the monarchy. A growing band of Swedish and 

foreign visitors is sharing in this cultural heritage. Last year, 

786,650 visits were registered at the royal palaces, of which 

almost half a million were to the Royal Palace. Visitor activi-

ties are fi nanced via entrance fees. 

The Royal Court and Palace Administrations were grant-

ed an increase in the state allocation of SEK 10 million ahead 

of the 2008 fi nancial year, of which SEK 2 million is a tem-

porary increase for the next three years. The increase in the 

allocation is mainly intended to fi nance heightened security 

measures and cover the costs of The Crown Princess’s ex-

tended offi  cial commitments. 

The increase has been allocated to investments in systems 

for improving protection for both visitors and staff , as well 

as buildings. It has also fi nanced raised manning levels dur-

ing the palace guard’s night watch. Princess Sibylla’s offi  cial 

guest apartments were restored during the year, and exten-

sive eff orts were made to environmentally adapt operational 

forms and machinery.

The proportion of the allocation increase that is to fi nance 

the extended activities of The Crown Princess is being used 

to gradually and consciously build up the service required by 

The Crown Princess and her siblings. The successor to the 

throne’s need to gradually begin organising her own offi  cial 

representation and her own household is taking place stead-

ily, and with a long-term approach.

According to government instructions, 51 percent of the 

government allocation is apportioned to the Court Administra-

tion, and 49 percent to the Palace Administration. The majority 

of the expenditure comprises salaries and social security con-

tributions. The funds granted to the Court Administration are 

used to fi nance all offi  cial representation and programme activi-

ties, ceremonial and other transportation, communication and 

overall management of all operations at the Royal Court. This is 

carried out at a cost that is the equivalent of around SEK 6 per 

inhabitant in Sweden. The cost of running and maintaining the 

cultural heritage consisting of the royal palaces and their eff ects 

amounts to the same. This should be seen as evidence of effi  -

cient administration and a good return on tax revenue.

Stockholm, March 2009

Ingemar Eliasson 

Marshal of the Realm

Marshal of the Realm Mr Ingemar Eliasson. Photo: Clas Göran Carlsson.
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The Royal Court’s duties are divided up as follows:

Q Programme of activities and representation

Q Preservation and maintenance of cultural heritage

Q Visitor activities

Q Management of several overall functions

For the purposes of state funding and reporting, the Royal 

Court is divided up into three separate units, which diff er in 

relation to fi nancing and the manner of reporting:

1. The Court Administration is fi nanced by an alloca-

tion from the state, called the Appanage. In organisational 

terms, the Court Administration comprises the Offi  ce of 

the Marshal of the Realm, the Offi  ce of the Marshal of the 

Court, H.M. The Queen’s Household, H.R.H. The Crown 

Princess’s Household, H.R.H. The Duchess of Halland’s 

Household, and the Royal Mews. According to an agree-

ment with the government, the Court Administration must 

provide clear reporting on how this allocation is used (see 

page 8).

2. The Palace Administration is fi nanced partly by the 

state allocation, and partly by income from guided tours of 

the royal palaces and sales from the royal gift shops. In or-

ganisational terms, the Palace Administration comprises the 

Royal Collections with the Bernadotte Library, and the Offi  ce 

of the Governor of the Royal Palaces with their palace admin-

istrations. Income and expenditure for the Palace Adminis-

tration’s activities are reported on pages 36 – 41.

3. The Royal Djurgården Administration (RDA) comes 

under the Offi  ce of the Governor. Operations are self-fi nanc-

ing through rental and leasing income. Revenue and expenses 

should balance in the long-term, and any possible surplus be 

used solely for the long-term and sustainable development of 

Royal Djurgården (see pages 42 – 44 for further information).

For Sweden – With the Times 

motto for the entire organisation
THE ROYAL COURT’S chief duty is to assist the Head of State and other members of the Royal Family in their 

offi cial obligations. This duty also includes preserving and protecting the royal cultural heritage, and exhibiting 

this cultural heritage to the wider public. The King’s motto, “For Sweden – With the Times”, serves as a guide 

for everything we do at the Royal Court. 

The King and Queen at the opening of the exhibition, “Two centuries of Bernadotte portraits”, in the Hall of State at the Royal Palace. Photo: Jan-Erik Henriksson/Scanpix.
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State allocation
Last year, the Royal Court was granted a total of SEK 109.5 

(98.5) million by the Riksdag, an increase of 11.2 percent com-

pared with the previous year. According to an agreement with 

the government, 51 percent of the state allocation, or SEK 55.8 

(50.4) million was apportioned to the Court Administration, 

and 49 percent, or SEK 53.7 (48.1) million to activities within 

the Palace Administration. Revenue from visitor and retailing 

activities amounted to SEK 47.8 (47.0) million. The fi nancial 

result for RDA amounted to SEK 12.1 (1.5) million.  

State allocation, excluding non-recurring items
Amounts in SEK millions 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

The Court Administration 55.8 50.4 49.6 48.6 48.2

The Palace Administration 53.7 48.1 47.9 47.0 46.3

Change compared to previous 
year (%)

11.2 1.0 2.0 1.1 3.3

Use of funds within the Court Administration
The part of the state allocation that fi nances the Court Admin-

istration has been distributed among the various organisational 

units. The majority of the expenditure, or 67 percent, com-

prises salaries, including social security contributions. Total 

expenditure for the activities of the Court Administration is 

distributed among the various organisational units as follows:

Q 29 (28) percent for such overall management as comes 

under the organisation of the Offi  ce of the Marshal of the 

Realm. The personnel and functions that are included in 

the Offi  ce serve all the various activities of the Court and 

Palace Administrations.

Q 23 (26) percent for such activities as come under the 

organisation of the Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Court 

with Offi  ce of Ceremonies, chiefl y costs relating to offi  cial 

representation and travel.

Q 20 (21) percent for such activities as come under the 

organisation of H.M. The Queen’s Household, chiefl y 

costs relating to staff  within the royal household who work 

in the kitchens and serve at offi  cial dinners at the Royal 

Palace and Drottningholm Palace.

Q 8 (6) percent for such activities as come under the or-

ganisation of H.R.H. The Crown Princess’s Household.

Q 20 (19) percent for such activities as come under the 

organisation of the Royal Mews, of which around half of 

expenditure is attributable to ceremonial transportation.

Karl XI’s Gallery at the Royal Palace of Stockholm. Photo: Bruno Ehrs.
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Staff  and further training
The Royal Court employed a total of 212 (210) people on a 

permanent basis during the year, the equivalent of 199 (197) 

full-time posts. In addition to these employees, a consider-

able number of people are taken on each year on temporary 

assignments, for example in connection with offi  cial and gala 

dinners, and during the summer season in the parks and for 

visitor activities. These temporary assignments correspond 

to around 62 (59) full-time posts on an annual basis, and 

provide employment for around 550 individuals every year. 

Regular seminars and lectures are organised as part of the 

Royal Court’s skills development programme, mainly on 

subjects of a historical and cultural nature. Several training 

courses have been conducted on subjects relating to organi-

sation, leadership and working environment. Further training 

in fi rst aid and the use of defi brillators has been carried out 

as part of the Royal Court’s eff orts to improve safety. A new 

staff  reporting system has been acquired in order to boost ef-

fi ciency and cut back on paper consumption.

Working environment
The Royal Court is proactive in its eff orts to minimise the 

risk of ill health. All staff  are covered by an agreement that the 

Royal Court has entered into with a healthcare company. The 

company has been engaged mainly with the aim of prevent-

ing illness by carrying out an ergonomic review of workplaces 

and conducting risk assessments, but also for individual 

health promotion measures. A contribution is off ered every 

year to support employees’ own fi tness activities. Every year, 

the Personnel Department arranges a health day for staff , 

which is organised in the form of outdoor activities. Absence 

due to sickness was 2.4 (2.6) percent, which is below the na-

tional average. One explanation for the extremely low sick-

ness fi gures may be that the Royal Court’s employees have a 

strong commitment to and interest in their work, as well as a 

stimulating working environment, with a valuable royal cul-

tural heritage to protect.

Specialist skills within unique professions
The Royal Court’s task of representing, preserving and ex-

hibiting a living cultural heritage places high demands on 

our employees. This is the workplace of a signifi cant number 

of qualifi ed specialists representing unique professions and 

crafts associated with a court. With their special knowledge, 

all employees make a professional contribution towards en-

suring that the Head of State and his family are able to carry 

out their offi  cial duties successfully and with a high level of 

quality. Royal representation makes great demands in relation 

to integrity, precision and an appreciation of high quality. 

Future retirements require resources
A review of the Royal Court’s future staff  supply has revealed 

that almost 30 percent of employees will reach retirement age 

by the year 2013. This will require special recruitment eff orts, 

and increased resources. Several of the administrative tasks 

have been rationalised and streamlined, but the majority of the 

work must be done by hand and cannot be replaced by mod-

ern technology. The transfer of skills over time requires conti-

nuity, planning and a long-term approach. In many cases, skills 

are passed on over a long period of practical training. Thus a 

considerable proportion of the specifi c knowledge that exists 

in relation to how a royal family performs its offi  cial duties, 

is managed and developed, is traditionally passed down from 

older employees to younger ones. These periods of overlap will 

need to be extended in order to safeguard these skills, which 

will mean higher salary costs over the next few years.

Staff  

2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

Number of permanent 
employees

212 210 209 200 203

Proportion of female employees, % 51 50 50 50 53

Proportion of male employees, % 49 50 50 50 47

Average age 50.4 50.5 51 50.3 49.6

Absence due to sick leave, 
% of working hours

2.4 2.6 3.0 3.3 3.9

P
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Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm

The Marshal of the Realm chairs a management council, 

which comprises the directors of the various offi  ces and staff  

functions. The Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm includes 

the Secretariat, and the Personnel, Finance and Information 

departments. The offi  ce also has responsibility for ceremonial 

music. 

Furthermore, the offi  ce has a number of functions at The 

King’s disposal. These include the Mistress of the Robes, 

who has an advisory function and takes part in state visits 

in Sweden, as well as in other ceremonies as requested by 

The King; the Principal Secretary, who deals with issues of 

a general administrative and legal nature, and the Solicitors 

to H.M. The King, who act as legal advisers. There is also 

the Medical Household, with the physician to The King and 

court dentist.

The offi  ce also includes the Ecclesiastical Household, 

which comprises a chaplain to The King, Pastor of the Court 

parish, a court organist and court priests from the various 

Royal task of leading and coordinating
THE OFFICE OF THE MARSHAL OF THE REALM is the Marshal of the Realm’s staff offi ce, which is responsi-

ble for leading and coordinating activities within the Royal Court on behalf of the Head of State. The Marshal of 

the Realm is head of the Royal Court, and is responsible for contact with the Riksdag and the government.

The King and Queen interviewed by Katarina Sandström, Swedish Television, during a state visit to Portugal. One of many inquiries from the mass 
media dealt with by the Information Department at the Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm. Photo: Leif R Jansson/Scanpix.
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Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm

dioceses. The Royal Court Parish is a diocese in itself, and is 

a non-territorial parish within the Church of Sweden. 

During the year, the secretariat has dealt with matters of 

a legal and administrative nature. These include requests for 

permission to use pictures of the Royal Family and the royal 

symbols. The secretariat also handles inquiries from research-

ers requesting access to material in the Bernadotte archives. 

The secretariat is also responsible for developing the Court 

Directory each year, and for preparing and participating in 

medal presentations, which are reported on pages 52 – 53.

Interest from the press and public
During the year, the Information Department has dealt with 

a large number of matters and inquiries from both the mass 

media and the general public. Approximately 360 (250) re-

quests for interviews were received, mainly addressed to The 

King and Queen, of which 35 were carried out. A press brief-

ing is arranged ahead of every outgoing state visit. The de-

partment receives a vast number of inquiries from the general 

public, both via telephone and via e-mail. The Information 

Department is responsible for developing the Court’s web-

site, www.kungahuset.se. 

Electronic invoicing system introduced 
The Finance Department is responsible for fi nances and fi -

nancial reporting at the Royal Court, as well as for the Royal 

Family’s private fi nances. The Offi  ce of the Treasurer of the 

Court also deals with issues relating to Solliden and Sten-

hammar, as well as several foundations that have come into 

being over the years through fundraising in connection with 

special royal occasions. The foundations distribute their pro-

ceeds to various causes for the benefi t of the public. The 

foundations produce their own fi nancial reports. Half way 

through the year, an electronic invoicing system was intro-

duced to improve and further streamline administration at 

the Royal Court.

Investment in communication and community
The Personnel Department is responsible for staff  and salary 

administration, as well as skills development and recruitment 

issues at the Royal Court. The department is also responsible 

for internal communication. An intranet was launched dur-

ing the year in order to improve internal communication. The 

intranet ensures that everyone receives the same information 

at the same time, and boosts the sense of community among 

the staff . It is also an important tool from a knowledge per-

spective, since information that used to be diffi  cult to access 

can now be searched for by all employees via the intranet in 

a simple way.

In 2008, the Personnel Department 
within the Offi  ce of the Marshal of 
the Realm launched the intranet.
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The Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Court

The Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm (OMR) works accord-

ing to the The King’s role of functioning as a collective symbol 

and representative of Sweden, in his capacity as Head of State. 

OMR also has the key task of supporting the Head of State in 

carrying out those duties that are incumbent upon The King in 

accordance with Sweden’s constitution, in relation to state vis-

its, audiences, the opening of the Parliamentary Session, cabinet 

meetings and the Advisory Council on Foreign Aff airs. 

The Offi  ce of Ceremonies comes under OMR, and is re-

sponsible for ceremonies during state visits, offi  cial dinners, 

formal audiences, diplomatic receptions and other offi  cial 

representation, as well as during royal christenings, wed-

dings and funerals. The Offi  ce of Ceremonies is served by 

the Grand Master of Ceremonies, the Master of Ceremo-

Active work for Sweden 

– at home and abroad
THE OFFICE OF THE MARSHAL OF THE COURT with Offi ce of Ceremonies is responsible for the planning, 

preparation and fulfi lment of the Royal Family’s public engagements and offi cial representation in the form of 

state ceremonies, audiences, visits abroad, dinners, lunches, receptions, offi cial gifts, letters of thanks, letters 

of congratulations, condolences etc.

The King with President Victor Yushchenko at the start of the state visit to Ukraine. Photo: Henrik Montgomery/Scanpix.
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The Office of the Marshal of the Court

nies, the Deputy Master of Ceremonies, Lords in Waiting 

and Chamberlains. 

The King and the Royal Family received on average 

around 124 (115) inquiries every month regarding their par-

ticipation in various events. A total of 1,488 (1,384) inquiries 

were registered during the year. The considerable number of 

inquiries should be seen as evidence that the Swedish people 

genuinely appreciate the work carried out by The King and 

the Royal Family on behalf of the country.  Taking into ac-

count programme items that take place during state visits, 

The King took part in 111 (123) engagements on his own, 

and 122 (84) together with The Queen. In addition to these 

engagements, The King also participated in several audiences 

and meetings at the Royal Palace of Stockholm. Annually re-

curring offi  cial programme items for The King include the 

opening of the Parliamentary Session, the receiving of for-

eign ambassadors at ceremonial audiences, and participation 

in Sweden’s National Day celebrations, together with other 

members of the Royal Family.  

IT system to improve planning
The considerable number of offi  cial engagements places 

great demands on the  organisation of the Royal Court and 

its employees. All inquiries and invitations are presented to 

The King and Queen at planning meetings and dealt with in-

dividually. The Royal Family’s desire to visit diff erent parts of 

Sweden in their offi  cial programmes is taken into considera-

tion during the planning process. The initial phase of a new 

IT-based system for planning activities went into operation 

during the year. The aim is to improve planning and follow-

up work in connection with the Royal Family’s programme.

Five state visits during the year 
State visits were carried out at the request of the Swedish gov-

ernment, and planned in close consultation with the Govern-

ment Offi  ces. Clear objectives are formulated for each state 

visit, which then serve as a guide in the planning of the state 

visit programme. The Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm and 

the Government Offi  ces have worked together to produce a 

set of guidelines for this planning work. The active participa-

tion of ministers emphasises the importance of state visits in 

relation to maintaining Sweden’s international links.

The King and Queen together performed fi ve state visits 

during 2008: three incoming visits from Romania, Luxembourg 

and Greece, and two outgoing visits to Portugal and Ukraine.

Each state visit requires a considerable amount of prepara-

tion, involving close cooperation with embassies, the Ministry 

for Foreign Aff airs, and the government of the host country, as 

well as with commercial organisations and cultural institutions. 

The work involves detailed planning, checking of the programme 

and preliminary visits. Both incoming and outgoing visits usu-

ally last for three days. Incoming visits usually include a welcome 

ceremony at Arlanda airport; a cortège with horse drawn state 

coaches; a reception together with government representatives 

in the Inner Courtyard; the exchange of gifts and, in some cases, 

the presentation of orders and offi  cial dinners. 

Read more about state visits on pages 46 – 49.

Promotion of Swedish interests 
Incoming state visits serve to create and strengthen impor-

tant links between Sweden and the visiting country within 

various areas of society. During outgoing state visits, the aim 

is to provide a comprehensive portrait of modern Sweden, 

as well as to promote Swedish interests in a broad sense. The 

King and Queen also attach great importance to experienc-

ing and fi nding out about the cultures of the countries they 

visit. During outgoing state visits, The King often brings his 

own staff  and team in order to create a Swedish setting and to 

represent Sweden and Swedish traditions in a stately manner 

during receptions and reciprocal dinners. 

The King and Queen’s visit to Ukraine, in which the Jus-

tice Minister, the Minister for Foreign Aff airs and a large 

business delegation also took part, was of particular inter-

est this year. The trip included a visit to Gammelsvenskby to 

meet descendants of Swedes who kept the Swedish language 

and traditions alive in Ukraine for a period of over 200 years. 

The opening of the Parliamentary Session 2008. Prime Minister Fredrik 
Reinfeldt, The Queen, The King, Speaker Per Westerberg and Crown Princess 
Victoria. Photo: Tomas Oneborg/SvD/Scanpix.
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The Office of the Marshal of the Court

The King also opened an exhibition in Kiev, which referred 

to the shared history of the two countries. 

Audiences for international leaders
During the year, The King gave audiences for several inter-

national leaders, including the UN Secretary-General, Ban 

Ki-moon; the US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice; 

Iraq’s Prime Minister, Nouri Al-Maliki; Georgia’s President, 

Mikhail Saakashvili; Turkey’s Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan; Croatia’s Speaker Luca Bebic, and Botswana’s 

former President, Festus G Moage. The King also received 

the Chairman of the EU Commission, José Manuel Barosso, 

and Secretary-General of the OECD, José Angel Guirra.

Several banquets and dinners 
A large offi  cial dinner was also held at the Royal Palace in addi-

tion to the banquets during state visits in 2008. Guests at these 

dinners include central, regional and local representatives from 

The King welcoming UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon at a reception at Rosersberg Palace, in connection with the international conference on Iraq in May 2008. 
Photo: Janerik Henriksson/Scanpix.
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the Riksdag and government, authorities, municipalities, county 

councils and the business community, culture and sport. Rep-

resentatives from the diplomatic corps are also invited. During 

incoming state visits and other offi  cial visits, guests are invited to 

gala dinners and offi  cial lunches. Furthermore, The King and 

Queen hold cabinet lunches, ministerial lunches, and a dinner 

for the Nobel Laureates. The King also traditionally performs 

his offi  cial duties for invited Swedish and foreign guests in the 

form of hunts followed by lunches or dinners. A total of around 

3,100 (2,900) people enjoyed the hospitality of the Royal Family 

at the Royal Palace and during state visits abroad. 

The King and Queen paid a visit to Upplands-Bro during 

the year, as part of their goal of visiting all the municipalities 

in Stockholm county. The King and Queen also visited Es-

sunga municipality in Västergötland, one of Sweden’s small-

est municipalities. The King also visited the Skärholmen dis-

trict of Stockholm.

Current social issues on the programme
In 2004, The King decided to expand the offi  cial programme 

of activities to include “theme days”, with the aim of creating 

further opportunities for getting involved in social issues of a 

topical nature. In 2008, these theme days have been focused 

on the economic situation, dementia and care of the elderly, 

and bioenergy.

The King’s commitment to the climate issue, integration 

and young leadership continued to impact on many of the 

year’s programme items, through trips and participation in 

seminars and study visits, both in Sweden and abroad. One 

example is The King’s visit to the US – New York and Detroit 

– to take part in seminars on the environment and more ef-

fi cient use of energy. 

The King awarded scholarships via the Young Leader-

ship Foundation, in connection with a leadership seminar at 

the Royal Palace of Stockholm. In his capacity as Honorary 

Chairman of the World Scout Foundation, The King visited 

Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and Thailand, as well as Abu 

Dhabi and the United Arab Emirates. The King and Queen 

also attended the Olympic Games in Beijing.

Cultural commitment and initiatives
During the year, The King has taken part in several cultural 

events, both on his own and with The Queen, including an 

event to mark the 100th anniversary of the Royal Dramatic 

Theatre, and performances at Stadsteatern and the Royal Op-

era House. The King’s great interest in music also found an 

outlet through concerts organised in the Hall of State at the 

Royal Palace in November, which included a performance of 

Lars-Erik Larsson’s “God in Disguise”, with text by Hjalmar 

Gullberg. A series of Bernadotte concerts at the Royal Palace 

also received considerable interest. As in previous years, The 

King has taken an active role in the work of the Worldwide 

Fund for Nature (WWF), and the Royal Academies, which 

took the form of the series of seminars in the Bernadotte Li-

brary entitled, “Crown of Knowledge”.

Audiences in connection with patronage 
The King has held many audiences at the Royal Palace in his 

capacity as patron of around 250 organisations and institu-

tions,  and has participated in several events during the year 

relating to these organisations. 

More about the Royal Family’s programme
For a more detailed report of the year’s programme activities, 

see “Excerpts from the Royal Family’s offi  cial programme”, 

pages 54 - 62.

Read about formal audiences 
The King’s duties include receiving and accrediting foreign am-

bassadors from countries with which Sweden has diplomatic 

links, during formal audiences at the Royal Palace. Read more 

about this ceremonial tradition on the theme pages 50 – 51. 

The King and Queen arriving at the Polar Prize award ceremony at the 
Stockholm Concert Hall. Photo: Mats Andersson/Scanpix.
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H.M. THE QUEEN’S HOUSEHOLD is tasked with preparing, carrying out and following up The Queen’s many 

commitments. The Household’s duties also include dealing with correspondence in the form of gifts, letters of 

thanks, letters of congratulations and condolences.  Prince Carl Philip’s and Princess Madeleine’s programmes 

of activities are also linked to H.M. The Queen’s Household, as is the Royal Household. 

During the year, The Queen participated in 48 (49) pro-

gramme items on her own, and 122 (84) together with 

The King. The Queen has taken part in all state visits, dur-

ing which The Queen has conducted her own programme 

items including study visits and seminars on topics such 

as disability, children, the elderly and drug issues. In addi-

tion to the state ceremonial programme items, The Queen is 

also involved in board meetings, inaugurations, scholarship 

awards and study visits. A signifi cant amount of the work of 

the Court Administration has been devoted to The Queen’s 

strong commitment to social issues.

In the fi eld of dementia and elderly care, The Queen 

participated in the 10th anniversary celebration of “Pen-

sioners’ Day”, opened the Swedish Dementia Centre, and 

delivered the opening address when the National Geriatric 

Women’s Forum was organised for the fi rst time. The forum 

brought together over a hundred female specialists within 

geriatrics to discuss dementia illnesses, forms of treatment, 

and care philosophy. During one of the year’s theme days, 

The King and Queen visited the Aging Research Centre in 

Stockholm. 

The Queen participated in the launch of the “Red Pages” 

on the website of children’s rights organisation BRIS, which 

was the World Childhood Foundation’s 60th anniversary gift 

to The Queen. The purpose was to enable children and young 

people to use the internet to fi nd support and help on issues 

Strong commitment to the vulnerable in society

The Queen opening the World Forum Against Drugs in Stockholm. Photo: Fredrik Sandberg/Scanpix.
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of importance to them. The Queen also presented the World’s 

Children’s Prize this year at Gripsholm Castle. 

Important issues for children and young people
The Queen delivered the opening speech at the “World Fo-

rum Against Drugs” in Stockholm, where representatives 

from 82 countries held discussions on the theme, “100 years 

of drug prevention”. The Queen also spoke at the Council 

of Europe’s children’s conference, which was organised by 

the Swedish government and the Council of Europe, with a 

focus on a more child-friendly Europe and tough measures 

to combat child abuse. The Queen and Princess Madeleine 

attended the “World Congress III Against Sexual Exploita-

tion of Children and adolescents” in Rio de Janeiro, at which 

Brazil’s President Lula da Silva made the opening speech in 

front of over 3,000 participants from fi ve continents.

Reception for Sharaf’s new heroines 
The organisation Sharafs hjältar (Honour’s Heroes) was set 

up four years ago, and works with integration issues.  During 

the year, The Queen received the fi rst female heroes to be 

trained by the organisation. The twelve young women want to 

change views about honour culture via discussions and semi-

nars, and to speak about human rights.

Commitments in connection with patronage 
The Queen has held several audiences at the Royal Palace in 

her capacity as patron of around 90 organisations and institu-

tions, and taken part in various events.

Childhood – soon to celebrate 10th anniversary
The World Childhood Foundation (WCF) was founded in 

1999 by The Queen in order to protect children’s right to 

a safe childhood.  The foundation works around the world 

to improve living conditions for children in vulnerable situa-

tions. The main aim of the Foundation is to help street chil-

dren and young mothers, as well as to tackle sexual abuse and 

exploitation, including the traffi  cking of children for sexual 

purposes. Some fourteen companies, foundations and indi-

viduals have joined as co-founders. WCF has also organised 

the work of major sponsors and partners through the “major 

partner” agreements. As Honorary Chair, The Queen has 

participated in all board meetings, but also in various fund-

raising events and seminars in Sweden and abroad.

During the year, The Queen has made several project 

visits, including to Brazil, Thailand, Germany, the US and 

Austria. 

Successful model for tackling drug abuse 
The Mentor Foundation was set up in 1994 on the initiative of 

The Queen, who is an Honorary Member of Mentor Sweden 

and Honorary Chair of Mentor International. The Foundation 

focuses on preventing drug abuse among young people. Men-

tor is located in Sweden, Lithuania, the UK, Germany, Colombia 

and the US. There is also Mentor Arabia, which serves 22 Arabic 

countries. Various working models that are adapted to the culture 

of each country have been developed. Mentor Sweden uses a suc-

cessful model, where employees at companies act as mentors for a 

period of one year to school pupils who are in need of adult sup-

port. Mentor Sweden also runs a popular programme for parents. 

The Queen has participated in all board meetings, both in Swe-

den and abroad. The Queen also attended fundraising galas in aid 

of Mentor Sweden and its international organisations. 

Continued dementia training 
The Silviahemmet Foundation, which is chaired by The 

Queen, promotes scientifi c research and provides training 

courses and care within the fi eld of dementia. The tenth batch 

of Silvia Sisters began a 60-credit internet-based training 

course during the year. The Sophiahemmet University Col-

lege is responsible for providing the training, off ering expert 

knowledge, marketing and work experience at Silviahemmet. 

Silviahemmet trains nursing staff  from all over the country 

and arranges regular nursing seminars. The Queen partici-

pated in all of Silviahemmet’s board meetings and seminars 

during the year. Silviahemmet has also been providing train-

ing in Japan since 2006. The association Borgerskapet in 

Stockholm was certifi ed by Silviahemmet during 2008.

Read about the Royal Household
H.M. The Queen’s Household includes the Royal Household, 

which assists in the preparations for and the implementation 

of The King and Queen’s offi  cial representation with regard 

to receptions, lunches, dinners and banquets. The employees 

of the Royal Household are the keepers of many traditions 

at the Swedish Royal Court. Read more about the Royal 

Household on the theme pages 50 – 51. 

The Queen being welcomed by 101-year-old Malla Sörenson in connection with 
the opening of Rozeliahemmet, a new sheltered housing facility for people with 
dementia. The staff  have undergone Silviahemmet’s training course, “Living 
with dementia”. Photo: Fredrik Sandberg/Scanpix.
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PRINCE CARL PHILIP’S

offi  cial programme
In a state ceremonial capacity, Prince Carl Philip took part in 

state visits from Greece and at the opening of the Parliamen-

tary Session, offi  cial dinners and the Nobel festivities. 

Prince Carl Philip completed his Senior Reserve Offi  cer 

training programme at the Swedish National Defence Col-

lege during the year. He also studied business economics 

at Frans Schartau in Stockholm. The autumn began with a 

course in forestry at Gammelkroppa skogsskola in Filipstad. 

The Prince then began his work experience at Stenhammar 

to learn about the practical aspects of plant cultivation, ani-

mal production and forestry.

The Prince opened his photographic exhibition, “A Glimpse 

of Paradise”, in Liège, and a few months later at Solliden. He 

was awarded the Uppland Medal for meritorious services 

to the province. Prince Carl Philip also won an anonymous 

competition at his old school, Rhode Island School of Design, 

and was awarded a prize for best graphic design for Martha’s 

Vineyard Museum in the US. The Prince opened the Swed-

ish exhibition, “Swedish Design Award”, in Hamburg, and at 

Mårbacka he participated in celebrations to mark the 150th 

anniversary of the birth of author Selma Lagerlöf. 

In his capacity as patron of the Volvo Ocean Race, The 

Prince took part in various events in Alicante in connection 

with the start of the major race. June saw the start of Sweden’s 

involvement in the formal celebration of the “Bicentenary 

1809” in Finland, with the arrival of the East Indiaman, Göte-

borg II, in Helsinki with The Prince on board. He also visited 

Sandudd’s cemetery, and laid a wreath at the monument of the 

Association of Swedish Volunteers in the Finnish Wars.

During the year he also presented the Jerring Prize to Zla-

tan Ibrahimovic at the Sports Gala in Stockholm, and the 

Hasselblad Prize to Mexican photographer Graciela Iturbide, 

at a ceremony in Gothenburg.

PRINCESS MADELEINE’S 

offi  cial programme
In a state ceremonial capacity, Princess Madeleine took part 

in the state visit from Luxembourg, and in the opening of the 

Parliamentary Session. She also participated in the National 

Day celebrations at Skansen, offi  cial dinners and the Nobel 

festivities. 

Princess Madeleine and Crown Princess Victoria together 

opened the exhibition, “Sigvard Bernadotte – Inspirer, Entre-

preneur, Design director”, at Sofi ero.

During the spring, The Princess worked as a project ad-

ministrator at World Childhood Foundation. She went on 

project visits to Thailand, the US and South Africa. During 

the summer, The Princess took part in a charity yachting race 

at Marstrand, and attended Gröna Lund’s Childhood Day.

In the autumn, Princess Madeleine carried out further 

studies within the fi elds of political science and Swedish his-

tory.  

In her capacity as patron of the foundation “My Big Day”, 

which aims to realise the wishes of seriously ill children, The 

Princess visited Lund University Hospital to meet some of 

the benefi ciaries. She also attended a fundraising auction in 

aid of the foundation. 

Princess Madeleine took part in the “World Congress III 

Against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents” in 

Brazil, together with The Queen. On the same trip, The Prin-

cess attended a gala evening in aid of the Mentor Foundation 

in New York.

Prince Carl Philip at the opening of Mårbacka Memorial Estate, to mark the 
150th anniversary of the birth of Swedish author, Selma Lagerlöf. On the left 
is Eva Eriksson, Värmland’s County Governor, as Selma Lagerlöf, and Carl 
Folmer Söderberg in the guise of Nils Holgersson. Photo: Lars Hedelin/Scanpix.

Princess Madeleine at Gröna Lund’s Childhood Day in Stockholm. 
Photo: Krister Larsson/Scanpix. 
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Crown Princess Victoria welcoming members of the Prince’s retinue at the audience for Prince Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. Photo: Jessica Gow/Scanpix. 

H.R.H. The Crown Princess’s Household has dealt with 

226 (258) separate inquiries during the year regarding The 

Crown Princess’s participation in various events.  Many of 

these requests are from the Government Offi  ces regarding 

The Crown Princess’s participation in activities aimed at 

promoting Swedish interests around the world. These are 

given priority, and planned and carried out in close coopera-

tion with the Ministry for Foreign Aff airs. In accordance with 

the high level of service and personal response that we en-

deavour to off er at the Royal Court, each request is handled 

individually following the customary discussions at planning 

meetings with The King and Queen. 

Alongside her offi  cial commitments, Crown Princess Vic-

toria has also pursued studies in political science at Stock-

holm University during the spring, and in peace studies and 

confl ict resolution at Uppsala University during the autumn.

With regard to state ceremonial duties, Crown Princess 

Victoria has participated in all incoming state visits. She also 

attended the opening of the Parliamentary Session. She has 

taken part in cabinet briefi ngs and meetings with the Advi-

sory Council on Foreign Aff airs, one of which she chaired for 

the fi rst time, as well as in several offi  cial, ministerial and cabi-

net lunches. On Sweden’s National Day, The Crown Princess 

conducted her own programme in Kungälv municipality, and 

later participated in the evening celebrations at Skansen to-

gether with the other members of the Royal Family.

In addition to the state ceremonial programme items, 

The Crown Princess’s programme activities include a con-

Numerous engagements to promote Sweden

H.R.H. THE CROWN PRINCESS’S HOUSEHOLD is responsible for the planning and execution of matters 

relating to Crown Princess Victoria’s offi cial engagements, and for providing support in her daily duties. The 

Household is led by a Marshal of the Court, and includes a secretary and a part-time tutor.
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Crown Princess Victoria during her visit to the Taj Mahal in India. Photo: Leif R Jansson/Scanpix. 

siderable number of audiences and meetings at the Royal 

Palace of Stockholm. She has also made several trips both 

within Sweden and abroad in connection with study visits, 

inaugurations, and award ceremonies, to name a few. 

Visits to India and the United Arab Emirates
The Crown Princess’s trip to India was one of several foreign 

visits during the year, which involved an extensive programme 

of activities, including an audience with Vice President Ha-

mid Ansari; a visit to a school for blind children; a visit to the 

Bombay stock exchange, and to the Taj Mahal. The Crown 

Princess also travelled to the United Arab Emirates on the 

initiative of the Swedish Embassy and Nobel Museum. The 

visit focused on education and development, and included 

trips to several universities. The Crown Princess also went to 

a centre for people with disabilities, and opened an exhibition 

on Alfred Nobel. In Helsinki, The Crown Princess and Presi-

dent Tarja Halonen together opened the exhibition “1809 – A 

Kingdom Divided and a New Beginning. The Bicentenary of 

the Finnish War”. She also opened an exhibition in Versailles 

outside Paris on Swedish portrait painter, Alexander Roslin. 

Continued commitment to disability issues
Crown Princess Victoria is heavily involved in disability is-

sues and the diffi  culties faced by disabled people, and one of 

the organisations of which she is patron is Crown Princess 

Victoria’s Fund. The fund, which was set up by Radiohjälpen, 

raises money to support young people with disabilities, and 

children and young people who are chronically ill. Since its 

establishment in 1997, the fund has received approximately 

SEK 57 million in donations. During the year, The Crown 

Princess opened the Swedish Disabled Games in Bollnäs 

and, in her capacity as member of the International Paral-

ympic Committee (IPC), she attended the Paralympics in 

Beijing in the summer, at which Sweden celebrated several 

major successes.

Climate and environmental issues on the agenda
Several of the year’s programme items were concerned with 

climate and the environment. The Crown Princess took part 

in a seminar and awarded the “Göteborg Prize for Sustain-

able Development” to Al Gore during an environmental gala 

in Gothenburg.  The Nordic heirs to the throne met on the 

Swedish icebreaker Oden during a study visit to Svalbard. 

The Crown Princess visited Abisko as part of the research 

venture SWEDARCTIC 2008, in her capacity as patron of 

“International Polar Year 2007–2008”. She also presented the 

Stockholm Water Prize and Junior Water Prize. In Jönköping, 
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Crown Princess Victoria, Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark and Crown Prince 
Haakon of Norway at the air pollution monitoring centre on Zeppelin Mountain, 
in connection with the study visit to Svalbard. Photo: Fredrik Sandberg/
Scanpix. 

Princess Lilian. Photo: Janerik Henriksson/Scanpix. 

THE DUCHESS OF HALLAND’S HOUSEHOLD is 

responsible for managing Princess Lilian’s offi cial and 

private programme, as well as her correspondence.

The head of H.R.H. The Duchess of Halland’s Household is 

a Marshal of the Court, who is responsible for both Princess 

Lilian’s offi  cial and private programme. The Princess has not 

participated in the offi  cial programme during the year due 

to her age.

she opened the conference, “World Bio Energy”. In Novem-

ber, The Crown Princess gave the opening speech at the In-

terfaith Climate Summit in Uppsala, a conference on climate 

change from a religious and cultural perspective, which also 

considered the scientifi c, economic and technical aspects.

Representing Swedish trade and industry
Crown Princess Victoria took part in the International Cham-

ber of Commerce’s seminar, and presented the year’s Export 

Hermes award on World Trade Day in Stockholm. She also 

opened LKAB’s new pellet plant in Kiruna, and presented 

the “Entrepreneur of the Year” award.

Audiences in connection with patronage 
The Crown Princess has held many audiences at the Royal 

Palace in her capacity as patron of around 50 organisations 

and institutions,  and has participated in several events dur-

ing the year relating to these organisations. 

More about The Crown Princess’s programme
For a more detailed report of Crown Princess Victoria’s pro-

gramme activities, see “Excerpts from the Royal Family’s of-

fi cial programme”, pages 54 – 62.
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The Queen and the President’s 
wife, Maria Basescu, greet riders 
and horses at the Royal Mews’ 
riding school, in connection with 
the state visit from Romania. 
Photo: Fredrik Sandberg/
Scanpix. 

The Royal Mews manages all car transportation for the 

Royal Family, as well as transport for visiting heads of state 

and accompanying visitors. Just under half of the funds 

allocated to the Royal Mews is used for ceremonial horse 

drawn transportation, including costs relating to the care 

and maintenance of coaches, harnesses and uniforms. The 

remaining funds are allocated to the car department and 

management functions.  Systematic environmental work has 

continued during the year. This work has included extensive 

risk assessment and consequence analyses, which have re-

sulted in a number of environmental measures being taken, 

with a focus on safety.

New horses
The ceremonial horse drawn carriages have been used during 

three incoming state visits; the National Day celebrations; the 

opening of the Parliamentary Session; 34 formal audiences, 

and two visits to municipalities. Two horses were purchased 

during the year. The stock of horses has thus been further 

rejuvenated, and at the end of the year included four horses 

under the age of seven. The horses’ summer grazing season 

lasted for around 60 days.  

In-depth cortège training
The stable has recruited two coachmen in connection with 

staff  changes. In-depth cortège training sessions have been 

conducted during the year in cooperation with the Swedish 

Armed Forces and Police Service, in order to improve both 

quality and security during state visits and formal audiences. 

Furthermore, the daily riding and driving practices are com-

plemented with regular riding and driving training with ex-

ternal instructors.

As part of a collaboration, the Royal Mews’ staff  are train-

ing a riding and driving horse during 2008 – 2009 for the 

Mounted Guard. Two parade harnesses have been restored 

by saddlers affi  liated to the British Royal Court, as part of the 

ongoing restoration programme. Restoration work has also 

continued on a ceremonial landau.

Safe and high quality transportation
THE MAIN TASK OF THE ROYAL MEWS is to meet the transportation requirements of the Royal Family, using 

both cars and, on ceremonial occasions, horse and carriage. The Royal Mews is also responsible for preserv-

ing and protecting the culture of the royal equipage, as well as for exhibiting the horses, carriages, harnesses, 

uniforms and other equipment of cultural and historical value to the general public.
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Cortège from the Royal Mews to the Royal Palace, in connection with the state visit of the Romanian presidential couple. Photo: Jessica Gow/Scanpix.  

Less mileage using petrol-driven cars
Car transportation for ordinary activities is covered by fi ve 

chauff eurs. Total mileage for the Royal Court’s vehicles amount-

ed to approximately 160,000 km. Roughly 5,800 (5,200) driv-

ing assignments have been carried out using cars. Around 65 

percent of these assignments were connected with the Royal 

Family’s offi  cial programme. Other driving assignments con-

sist of administrative transportation within the Court. Offi  cial 

engagements, such as state visits, place great demands on the 

organisation of the Royal Mews. On such occasions, the serv-

ice is temporarily expanded by around 25 extra drivers from, 

for example, Stockholm’s Women’s Motor Transport Corps, a 

voluntary organisation within the Armed Forces.

Trials of electric cars 
Quality work within the car department has also focused 

on safer transportation. The department has increased the 

number of extra drivers with advanced driving training during 

the year. Replacement with low-emissions cars is continuing as 

far as fi nances allow and as access to environmentally certifi ed 

vehicles for offi  cial purposes increases. The number of low-

emissions cars has increased and now makes up just over 40 

percent of the car pool. The proportion of petrol-driven cars 

has been reduced considerably. The Royal Mews has signed 

an agreement for the delivery of two electric cars, which will be 

used on a trial basis and evaluated during 2009.

Towards the end of the year, a new computer-based trans-

port planning system was introduced, with the aim of stream-

lining transport planning and increasing fl exibility. The sys-

tem will be evaluated over the coming year.

Events and visitor activities
Some 2,400 (3,200) people have visited the Royal Mews 

for guided tours. Ordinary visitor activities have been sup-

plemented with several special events. On National Day, the 

Royal Mews arranged an open day, and on the fi rst weekend 

of Advent there was a Christmas market. These events at-

tracted a total of around 15,000 (14,800) visitors.
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Curators working with the frames in preparation for the Bernadotte portrait exhibition. Photo: The Royal Court. 

The Royal Collections manages the collections of the state, 

the Bernadotte family foundations, sections of The King’s pri-

vate collections, and also has overall responsibility for these in 

a cultural historical capacity. Loose furnishings comprise ap-

proximately 250,000 individual objects distributed across the 

ten royal palaces. The “Collection” primarily comprises loose 

furnishings such as furniture, carpets, curtains, tapestries and 

handicraft items. For several years now the Royal Collections 

has been working on a long-term project to catalogue the collec-

tions in a computerised system, in order to streamline manage-

ment and facilitate information retrieval. The department is also 

responsible for planning furniture changes at the royal palaces. 

Duties extend to both historical settings as well as ceremonial 

furnishings for The King and Queen’s offi  cial representation. 

Uniforms and livery are used during the larger ceremonies 

and offi  cial dinners, according to ancient tradition. Serving uni-

forms (trousers and waistcoats) were replaced during the year. 

167 items on loan  
The signifi cant position held by the royal collections in Swed-

ish cultural heritage has meant that, as in previous years, several 

inquiries have been received from researchers, institutions and 

members of the public. During the year, a total of 167 items 

have been loaned and displayed at temporary exhibitions at the 

National Museum, Grafi kens Hus in Mariefred, Palacio Real 

in Madrid, Östergötland’s county museum, the Museum of 

Ethnography, Kyoto International Museum, Suntory Museum 

of Art in Tokyo, Prince Eugen’s Waldemarsudde, Blaafarve-

vaerket Bygdemuseet in Modum, the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art in New York, Finland’s National Museum in Helsinki, 

250,000 items to display and preserve
THE ROYAL COLLECTIONS WITH THE BERNADOTTE LIBRARY is tasked with looking after and preserving 

the royal collections, and continually developing and contributing knowledge in relation to the collections. The 

Royal Collections manage guided tours of the Royal Palace, Riddarholm Church, and the three summer pala-

ces in the National City Park. Duties also include keeping all the royal palaces furnished.
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Gustavsberg’s porcelain museum, Westfälische Landsmuseum 

in Münster, and the American-Swedish Institute in Minneapo-

lis. Each request for items to be loaned is dealt with according 

to strict procedures within the Royal Collections, and submit-

ted to The King for approval. Approved loans entail a consid-

erable amount of work involving museum technicians, cura-

tors and photographers in the preservation, photographing, 

packing and transportation of the item by courier.  The same 

inspections are carried out when the item is returned. Accord-

ing to international practice, most loans are made without any 

fi nancial remuneration involved, apart from covering the cost 

of transportation and insurance.

Work on Princess Sibylla’s guest apartments 
The Restoration Department is responsible for metal, furni-

ture and textile restoration. The department includes a tapes-

try and needlework studio, as well as a workshop for general 

restoration work and gilding. Restoration includes preventive 

work and active conservation of the collections. Ongoing ac-

tivities include furniture care and taking charge of the silver 

wear after dinners. 

The department also carries out any work that needs do-

ing at many of the palaces in connection with their opening 

(April) and closing (October) to the public.

During the year, the bulk of the department’s work has 

been focused on restorations to Princess Sibylla’s offi  cial 

guest apartments, in which the furniture and textiles belong-

ing to fi ve rooms have been put in order.  Work has been car-

ried out on curtains, bedclothes, chairs, sofas, stools, chests of 

drawers, tables and mirrors.

Metal restoration work has been carried out on 11 chan-

deliers, 14 candelabra and 10 clock cases, as well as on several 

items that had been on loan. Frames and chandeliers have 

been gilded, including at Tullgarn and Drottningholm pal-

aces. Furniture restoration has been carried out on 30 chairs 

from Karl XI’s Gallery at Drottningholm Palace. Upholster-

ers have restored 11 leather chairs from the same gallery. 

Vermin control measures have been carried out at Tullgarn 

Palace. Textile work has been carried out on tapestries in the 

form of washing and restoration, partly ahead of loans to 

museums in New York and Madrid. The canopy in the Audi-

ence Chamber has been replaced. A new hanging (tapestry 

hanging featuring The King and Queen’s monogram) has 

been made for The King and Queen to use while on state 

visits abroad. The needlework studio has put a considerable 

amount of work into producing double protective curtains 

for Strömsholm Palace and the Chinese Pavilion, as well as 

curtains for offi  ces at the Royal Court.

The department of the Clerk to the First Surveyor makes 

regular contributions in connection with The King and 

Museum technicians from the Royal Collections take down the silver chandelier in Riddarholm Church for inspection before sending it out on loan. 
Photo: The Royal Court.
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Maps from the Bernadotte Library’s 
collections.

The Bernadotte Library at the Royal Palace. 
Photo: Alexis Dafl os/The Royal Court.

Queen’s offi  cial and representative duties, for example during 

state visits, audiences, cabinet meetings, meetings of the Advi-

sory Council on Foreign Aff airs, offi  cial dinners and lunches, 

as well as at other events. On these occasions, the Royal Palace 

is transformed from being a palace that is open to the public, to 

a venue for the offi  cial duties of the Head of State.  

Extensive removals
During the year, a large amount of furniture has been re-

moved and returned in order to complete the ongoing resto-

ration work at the Royal Palace. This has been carried out in 

connection with restoration work on the fl oors in Gustav III’s 

State Bedchamber and the Audience Chamber, Princess Sib-

ylla’s apartments and the Bernadotte Gallery, as well as for 

electrical installations in the Halls of the Orders of Chivalry. 

Work has also been done in connection with restorations to 

Strömsholm Palace. 

   One of the major assignments during the year involved re-

placing extremely fragile furniture in the main apartments at 

Rosersberg Palace, and reorganising these apartments whilst 

maintaining as much of the original character as possible, so 

that they could be used for the UN conference on Iraq. 

Two projects to improve safety have been completed. One 

project involved the installation of new arrangements for hang-

ing tapestries, which entailed more careful handling and swifter 

removal in the event of fi re or the risk of water damage, while 

a second project involved the upgrading of security around the 

Treasury’s display cases.  The department has also assisted in 

several removal operations involving the moving of valuable 

items between various warehouses and palaces.

Bernadotte Library map project completed
The Bernadotte Library includes around 130,000 volumes and 

the Bernadotte photograph collection, which comprises roughly 

800,000 photographs. During the year, the map project fi nanced 

by the National Council for Cultural Aff airs was completed. 

Over a period of two years, approximately 1,600 maps have 

been identifi ed, cleaned and registered in a computer database, 

after which they were placed in a newly-fi tted warehouse. The 

book project, “The Royal Palaces” has been resumed, thanks 

to a donation to the foundation. The library is participating in 

the development of a digital image bank for the Royal Court, 

and has also begun to develop a computer database of the book 

collection at Gustav III’s Pavilion at Haga. 



27THE ROYAL COURT 2008

PALACE ADMINISTRATION

The Royal Collections 

Guided tour for children at the Tre Kronor Museum at the Royal Palace. Photo: Alexis Dafl os/The Royal Court.

Visitors to the South Vault at the Royal Palace on their way to the exhibition in 
the Hall of State. Photo: The Royal Court.

Visitor activities at all palaces
In addition to the considerable amount of work involved in 

managing the Royal Family’s offi  cial duties, the Royal Court 

is also proactive in pursuing work to increase public access to 

the royal cultural heritage, and ensure that as many people as 

possible have the opportunity to visit the royal palaces. The 

Royal Collections’ guided tour department is responsible for 

arranging guided tours of the Royal Palace, Rosendal Palace, 

Ulriksdal Palace, Gustav III’s Pavilion at Haga Park, and Rid-

darholm Church. Each palace administration within the Of-

fi ce of the Governor of the Royal Palaces is responsible for 

guided tours of the other palaces. For further information 

about guided tours and other events at the various royal pala-

ces, see under each palace administration, pages 32 – 33.

The Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm is responsible 

for organising concerts at the Royal Chapel, Riddarholm 

Church, and in the Hall of State. 

Guided tours, exhibitions and concerts are marketed via 

ongoing advertising, distribution of fl yers and leafl ets, coop-

eration with tourist agencies, billposting and active commu-

nication using the Court’s own website, www.kungahuset.se.

Visitor numbers increase at the Royal Palace
At the Royal Palace, the reception rooms, Tre Kronor Muse-

um, Treasury, Gustav III’s Museum of Antiquities,  the Royal 

Chapel and the Bernadotte Library are all open to the pub-

lic. Around 2,300 (2,500) guided tours were carried out at the 

Royal Palace during the year, of which 850 were in English. 

The number of visitors amounted to 496,071 (455,539). Dur-

ing the year, the palaces were open to the public for a total 

of around 7,500 (7,500) hours. The programme of activities 

entitled, “The Palace as a historical stage”, was carried out for 

the fi fth year in a row, with 20 well-attended events. The guid-

ed tour department at the Royal Collections took part in the 

Gothenburg Book Fair, together with the Bernadotte Library. 
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Portrait of Queen Louise as a young 
woman. Artist: Laszlo, Philipp Alexius. 
Oil painting 1907. Photo: Alexis Dafl os/
The Royal Court.

The King and Queen, Crown Princess Victoria and Dagmar von Arbin, great grand-
daughter  of Oskar II, at the opening of the exhibition, “Two centuries of Bernadotte 
portraits”, in the Royal Palace’s Hall of State. Photo: Janerik Henriksson/Scanpix. 

Several themed guided tours were organised for children dur-

ing the school holidays entitled: “Kings and Queens”, “The 

Palace is on fi re”, and “Excitement at the Palace”. 

The traditional “Open Palace” event was held on Swe-

den’s National Day, featuring guided tours, talks, exhibitions, 

a musical programme and other events.  This year’s theme 

was: “Princess Sibylla 100 years”.

Two centuries of Bernadotte portraits – 
the year’s main exhibition
The Royal Collections assisted in the production of three ex-

hibitions during the year. The main attraction during the year 

was the art exhibition, “Two centuries of Bernadotte por-

traits”, in the Hall of State at the Royal Palace, which served 

as the venue for a display of 31 portraits from the collections. 

A book was produced with the same title. Solliden was the 

venue for the photographic exhibition, “A Glimpse of Para-

dise”, in cooperation with Prince Carl Philip, and a reworked 

version of the exhibition, “Crown Princess Victoria – Heir to 

the Swedish Throne” was shown at Strömsholm Palace.  The 

exhibition at the Treasury was reopened following restoration 

work in the cellar-vault.

Considerable interest in musical events 
During the year, the Offi  ce of the Marshal of the Realm orga-

nised lunch and weekend concerts at Riddarholm Church, as 

well as a number of organ concerts in the Royal Chapel.

Four concerts have been organised featuring music from
 

the Bernadotte collections. In November, The King com-

missioned a much-appreciated concert of Swedish music in 

the Hall of State. The programme featured Lars-Erik Lars-

son’s “God in Disguise”, Ludvig Norman’s “Concert piece 

for piano and orchestra”, as well as “Prayer to the Sun” by 

Jan Sandström. The music was performed by the Royal Phil-

harmonic Orchestra, court singer Hillevi Martinpelto, court 

singer Karl-Magnus Fredriksson, opera singer Jeanette Köhn, 

concert pianist Magnus Svensson, and Gustaf Sjökvist’s 

Chamber Choir. Actor Björn Granath also took part, and the 

conductor was Gustaf Sjökvist. All the concerts were organ-

ised under the direction of the court organist.
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